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as has been popularly represented, but merely an expedient for the move- 
ment of a specific body of reinforcements — the infantry of a single 
division. It was new in that the cabs were used for a large troop move- 
ment at a distance, and it attracted attention because many of them were 
seized on the public streets; but commercial motor vehicles had been 
taken over long before, both by the French and by the British. Gallieni 
himself had been thus using taxicabs within the entrenched camp ever 
since August 29. 

As illustrating the feeling in official circles as to the defense of 
Paris, the author describes his visit to the American ambassador on 
September 3, and gives a reproduction of the poster which the am- 
bassador had already printed, in good French and fair German, for the 
protection of the property of American citizens. 

Considerable space is devoted to the relations of the Paris force with 
the British ; these seem to have been entirely pleasant, but the opinion is 
clearly expressed that Marshal French did not act with the proper 
energy. 

One peculiar discrepancy in documents is noted, which might justify 
inquiry. One of Gallieni's despatches mentions the line Coulommiers — 
Changis as that proposed for the British. Changis is a tiny hamlet 
southeast of Meaux, south of the Marne, which does not appear upon the 
1/200,000 map. The British reply describes the line as Coulommiers — 
Charny; the latter place is west of Meaux, north of the Marne. Since 
the British made no effort to reach either line, probably no damage was 
done, but as a matter of the technique of orders it is an interesting small 
point. 

All in all, the book is extremely attractive, and is a valuable contribu- 
tion to knowledge of a delicate controversial point. 

Oliver L. Spaulding, jr. 

Seaborne Trade. Volume I. The Cruiser Period. By C. Ernest 
Fayle. [History of the Great War based on Official Docu- 
ments, by direction of the Historical Section of the Committee of 
Imperial Defense.] (London and New York : Longmans, Green, 
and Company. 1920. Pp. xvii, 442. $7.50.) 
Sir Julian Corbett, historian in charge of the British Naval His- 
torical Section of the Committee of Imperial Defense, begins the preface 
to the first volume of his Naval Operations with the following words : 

On June 28, 1916, the Prime Minister (Mr. Asquith) announced in 
Parliament that " In view of the demand which is likely to arise and the 
desirability of providing the public with an authentic account, it has been 
decided to prepare for publication, as soon as possible after the close of 
the war, an Official History dealing with its various aspects." The 
present volume is the first instalment of the promised work. 

But, although the British Historical Section was not established in its 
present form until two years after the outbreak of the World War (to 
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give it the official title recognized by the American Army and Navy), 
nevertheless it had been in existence, for the study of the Russian- 
Japanese War and other purposes, since 1907. As early as January, 
1915, the Committee of Imperial Defense approved the appointment of 
Sir Julian Corbett and Captain C. T. Atkinson "to collect and collate 
all naval and military matters respectively for the ultimate compilation 
of an official history". Under Sir Julian Corbett were placed three 
trained historians, including Mr. Archibald Hurd, as well as four re- 
search assistants and a staff of clerks. It will thus be seen that an 
efficient historical organization was already available when the commis- 
sion to write the official history of the Great War (as it is officially called 
in Great Britain) was given to Sir Julian. 

The impulse is irresistible to compare this generous and far-sighted 
policy of the British government with the provision made for our own 
Naval Historical Section in money and personnel, the only trained his- 
torical writers now available being reserve officers ordered to the duty 
of collecting and collating naval material with a view to publication, no 
appropriation having been made at all for historians, all the small sum 
appropriated, $20,000, being expended on the salaries of the clerks 
necessary. 

Sir Julian Corbett's arrangement of the publications of the British 
Naval Historical Section is logical and comprehensive. Besides his own 
great work on the purely naval operations of the war, which he hopes to 
complete in four or five volumes, the first of which has just appeared, 
two other histories are projected, namely, the book under present dis- 
cussion, and Mr. Archibald Hurd's The Merchant Navy, both of which 
will be in several volumes. All three of these works are both general 
and specific in character. In other words they abound in details and 
yet do not shrink from drawing historical conclusions that more timid 
authors might rather leave to the judgment of ripened years. That 
their judgments are considered to be only their own is proved however 
by the notice printed at the beginning of each work, to the effect that 
" The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have given the author 
access to official documents in the preparation of this work, but they are 
in no way responsible for his reading or presentation of the facts as 
stated." 

Mr. Fayle's book differs in character somewhat from the other two 
in that it deals, not with the achievements of the Royal Navy and the 
merchant service, but with the results of those achievements. It will be 
completed in three volumes, of which the present one, The Cruiser 
Period, covers the time from the outbreak of the war to about the end 
of January, 191 5, roughly corresponding to the period treated of in the 
first volumes of Sir Julian Corbett and Mr. Hurd. It consists chiefly 
of a description of the far-reaching preparations made throughout the 
maritime world to safeguard British shipping, and of the spectacular 
and devastating activities of the German commerce-destroyers up to the 
time when they were all sunk, driven ashore, captured, or interned. 
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It is difficult to preserve a judicial moderation in speaking of this 
work, which is about everything that a book of the kind ought to be, 
and must remain for a very long time the chief authority upon all 
matters connected with the keeping open of the world's water-ways for 
seaborne trade, not only of Britain but of her allies and of neutrals. It 
would seem to merit the compliment of much more space than the re- 
viewer has at his command, and yet such is the high quality of the book 
and its vast importance as a contribution to history, that it really suffices 
to say that it is absolutely indispensable, not only to the historian but 
to all who care to appreciate fully the essential factors in the greatest of 
all wars, particularly those connected with the economic development 
of the struggle. No one can read it without having impressed upon him 
once again the overwhelming importance of seaborne trade, of the 
merchant marine in fact, to any country bordering upon the ocean, 
both as a source of riches and as a decisive factor in national defense. 

Mr. Fayle's style, exact yet spirited, is well suited to a work of 
this kind, in which graphic descriptions of the exploits of the Emden or 
the Karlsruhe alternate with clear expositions of trade situations and 
tonnage problems. 

A small but excellent appendix gives tables of shipping losses, ex- 
port and import values and weights, and the prices of staples for the 
period covered by this volume. There is also a good index. The book 
is not illustrated but is furnished with nine admirable maps (contained 
in cover-pockets) showing the principal trade-routes of the world and 
those of certain particular areas, as well as the scenes of the activities 
of the German raiders. 

Edward Breck. 

Secrets of Crewe House: the Story of a Famous Campaign. By 
Sir Campbell Stuart, K.B.E. (London, New York, and To- 
ronto : Hodder and Stought on. 1920. Pp. xiii, 240. 7 s. 6 d.) 
This book is one of those semi-official accounts of special phases 
of war or armistice activities with which the public already is familiar, 
and which promise to form an imposing department of post-bellum 
literature. It gives a history of the British government's propaganda in 
enemy countries from February, 1918, when that work was made a 
distinct branch of war endeavor, until the close of hostilities. It merely 
alludes by implication to what had been done to influence enemy opinion 
previously, and still continued to be done, in a less formal way, by 
other agencies. The author touches upon the propaganda conducted 
within the territories of the Central Powers by other Allied countries 
and the United States, only so far as it was associated with British work 
in this field, through the effort made, very late in the contest, to co-ordi- 
nate the propaganda of all the governments fighting Germany under a 
single advisory committee. 



